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AIC awards for SRICANSOL Project
Prof. Ranjith Mapa, Senior Professor of Soil
Science, University of Peradeniya, received the
prestigious 2007 International Partners Award
from Agricultural Institute of Canada (AIC) at the
annual award ceremony held in Edmonton,
Canada, on November 6, 2007. The ceremony,
attended by about 300 leading agricultural
experts from around the world, was held at
Edmonton’s Crown Plaza Chateau Lacombe. The
Award was presented to Prof. Mapa by Dr.
Graham Gilchrist, President of the Agricultural
Institute of Canada. This prestigious award was
given to Prof. Mapa “in recognition of his
Prof Mapa and Bob Eilers
significant contributions to capacity building and
after receiving their awards
agricultural research in Sri Lanka, and his impact
on farmers, field workers, students, researchers,
academics and policy makers alike.” Also at this ceremony, Mr. Robert Eilers from Winnipeg,
Manitoba, received the International Recognition Award for his contribution to developing countries
during the past 3 decades, notably in Sri Lanka. Both the international awards from AIC for year
2007 were awarded to participants of SRICANSOL project.

38th Annual Session and AGM
The 38th AGM of the SSSSL was held on 27th March,
2008 at the SRICANSOL Resource Centre,
Peradeniya. Dr S H Ajantha De Silva of Regional
Agriculture Research and Development Centre,
Aralaganwila, delivered the Joachim Memorial
Lecture and was followed by the technical session.
The theme for this year’s technical session was
“Abiotic Stresses in Food Crop Sector - Water
Management in Crop Production”.
Dr H A Sumanasena of the Dept. of Export
Agriculture, presented a paper on the “Effect of soil
water stress on productivity of some perennial
species and beverages crops”. “Future of rice in Sri
Lanka with limited water”, was discussed by Dr W M
W Weerakoon of the RRDI, Batalagoda.

Dr P B Dharmasena enlightened the members on
“Indigenous knowledge, traditional and cosmic vision
of people related to water management in Tank
Villages in the Dry Zone”. Mr W A K Karunathilake of
NRMC, Peradeniya presented a paper on “Water
harvesting technology for stabilizing rainfed upland
farming in the Dry Zone”.

nd

Trip to Vaulpane
After the AGM members went to see the fascinating
stalagmites and stalactites in the Vaulpane
limestone cave. It is located in the Kolonna DS
division about 18 km away from the Thunthota
Junction in the
RatnapuraPallebadda Road.
This
conserved
limestone based
forest area is a
habitat for many
rare
wildlife
species including
some endangered
bat species.

New Executive
SSSSL

Committee

of

Following members were elected to the Executive
Committee during the AGM for year 2008.
: Dr SHA De Silva
: Dr P Weerasinghe
: Mr D N Sirisena
: Dr W M J Bandara
: Dr R S Dharmakeerthi
Dr H A Sumanasena
Auditor
: Dr J Handawala
Committee Members :
Dr W M A D B Wicramasinghe
Dr M A Wijeratne
Mrs S Marikkar
Prof. R B Mapa
Mr K M A Kendaragama
Mr M G T S Amarasekara

th

held from 22 to 25 October in Tsukuba, Japan.
This year’s theme was Environmental Friendly
Agriculture. Representing Soil Science Society of
Sri Lanka, General Secretary, Mr. D N Sirisena,
participated. Dr. W M A D B Wicramasinghe and Mr.
D N Sirisena made oral presentations at the
conference while Dr. W M J Bandara, Prof R B
Mapa and Mr. D N Sirisena presented posters.
Business meeting held during the conference,
unanimously approved South Korea as the host
country for the 9th ESAFS in 2009. Malaysia, China
and Sri Lanka bid to host the 10th ESAFS and Sri
Lanka was elected after considering the current
activities in the field of soil science.

Calendar of Events
June 2008 – Workshop on GIS applications for land
resource management for members of the
Student Chapter
July 2008 – Workshop on land degradation in tea
plantations for planters in the low country
Aug 2008- Mid term field trip to Riverstan and
workshop
Sep 2008 – Workshop for agriculture teachers in
Angunakolapelassa region
Dec 2008 – Fertilizer day (Importance of increasing
fertilizer use efficiency in view of high
prices)
July 2009 – International partner’s meeting of CIDA
at Culture Club, Dambulla
2011 – ESAFS conference in Sri Lanka

Dr. Amarasiri Releases a New
Book - Caring for Water

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Editors

ESAFS 8th International
Conference
th

8 Annual Conference of the East and South East
Asian Federation of Soil Science Societies was

One of our past presidents and a senior member of
our society, Dr. Sarath Amarasiri, released a book
on “Caring for Water” at a launching ceremony held
at the Central Environmental Authority auditorium
on the World Ocean day, 8th June 2008. This book
is simultaneously published in Sinhala and Tamil as
well. The members of SSSSL can refer these
books at the library of the SRICANSOL Resource
Center. The society congratulate Dr. Amarasiri for
his efforts in disseminating knowledge about caring
for water for the future.

Soil-Soil Exchange Program
AIC has initiated an exchange programme among
three projects involving soil related activities. This
includes
SRICANSOL,
VIETCANSOL
and
ETCANSOL projects involving Sri Lanka, Vietnam
and Ethiopia. The first meeting of the Soil - Soil
exchange programme was held in Vietnam from 07
– 17 May, 2008. Dr. W M A D B Wickramasinghe,
Mr KMA Kendaragama and Miss Upul Kumari
Ratnayake attended this meeting representing the
SRICANSOl II project. The next exchange will be
held in Sri Lanka during July 2009.

SRICANSOL and VIETCANSOL Team Members

SRICANSOL II Activities
Several research projects are being conducted
covering major cropping systems in several districts
to identify the soil related constrains and
implementation of BMPs to mitigate soil fertility
constraints in a environmentally friendly manner.
Scientists involved in these projects have reported
a summary of on going activities and their
preliminary findings to share with the members.
POLONNARUWA
After the introduction of mitigation options to soil
fertility problems in Abanganga site at
Polonnaruwa, a trend of increasing soil fertility and
crop yield have been observed. Farmers in the
Abanganga site were trained to use biological soil
test kits to estimate soil fertility levels. The second
project site at Kalingaela in Sewagama AI range of
the Parakrama samudraya irrigation scheme
showed high level of Ca and Mg contents with high
pH.
Another important extension in this project is to
implement a mapping program of the identified
areas of kidney diseases among farming
communities in Polonnaruwa. This is carried out in
collaboration with the Health Department
(Reported by DN Sirisena & DB Wickramasinghe)
ANURADHAPURA
In Turuwila site of the Anuradhapura, Zn and Cu
deficiencies, soil salinity and low plough depth were
identified as major soil fertility constraints. Two new

rice varieties were given to farmers and they are
happy about them. Also, necessary micro nutrient
fertilizers and rice husk burners were distributed
among farmers to implement BMPs. Farmers got
nearly 30% yield increase after implementation
BMPs Also farmers are encourage to apply organic
manure and straw wherever possible
(Reported by KMA Kendaragama)
GAMPAHA
Three hundred farmers with 1 acre land were
selected from 6 Agrarian Service Centers to study
the soil fertility constrains in fruit crop production.
Of these farmers few will be selected for soil fertility
study and after that BMPs will be introduced.
(Reported by J D Weerasooriya)
NUWARA ELIYA
Soil and farmer surveys conducted in the intensive
vegetable growing areas in the Nuwara Eliya
revealed very high usage of agricultural inputs such
as fertilizer, organic manure and liquid fertilizer is
very common among farmers. Soil samples were
collected and analyzed for EC pH, P, K and OM.
Build up of unnecessary amounts of P and K were
observed in the area. Also, pollution of water
bodies by agrochemicals have been already started
in Sandatenna area.
(Reported by WSPY Upali)
KANDY
Organic matter contents are very low in sites at
Neelawala. Training programmes are being
continued on organic manuring with more farmers
in the project site. Low use of P and K fertilizer
were identified as major constraints for four major
fruit crops in Panabokke site. Among the major
cultural practices, weed management and organic
matter application will be given top priority when
deciding the mitigation options. In Wattappola site,
shallow depth and low N, P and Zn may be
constraints for spice cropping systems. Farmers
were educated to use as much as green manure
for their spice crops.
(Reported by S Marrikkar, JMPB Jayasundara,
WDL Gunaratne & SA Sumanasena)
MAHAWELI AREAS
Deficiencies major nutrients (P and K), low OM and
build up of salinity were identified as major
constrains in Ellewewa area in Mahaweli System B.
Application of organic matter and recommended
levels of fertilizer are promoted among farmers and
monitoring of the progress of the above practices is
going on in marginal locations consisting 12
hectares. Blockage of drainage cannels is a cause
for salinity and farmers are educated to improve
drainage facilities. Good quality seed materials,
necessary micro nutrient sources were also
distributed among farmers as short term beneficial
management practices.
(Reported by: A de Silva)

A Familiarization program on the SRICANSOL
Activities was held for the Canadian coordinators in
February 2008 at Aralaganwila and new Town
Pollonnaruwa.
Many farmers attended the
program and benefited in several ways.

Distribution of coconut seedlings to farmers
at new town, Pollonnaruwa

Soil Analysis Manual published
A new manual on soil
physical, chemical, and
biological
properties
compiling
methods
adopted in Sri Lankan
laboratories have been
published by the SSSSL.
It also has chapters on soil
sampling and laboratory
quality assurance. Number
of scientists in different disciplines have contributed
while Dr R S Dharmakeerthi, Dr (Ms) S P
Indraratne and Dr (Ms) D Kumaragamage have
edited the manual. The selling price of a copy is Rs
400/= (members first copy Rs 200/=) and can be
purchased by sending a cheque in favor of “Soil
Science Society of Sri Lanka”.

New Members

Bob Eilers determines soil salinity level
in a farmer field at Aralaganwila

International Partner’s meeting
International partner’s meeting of CIDA was held in
Edmonton, Canada in November 2007. Team
leader of the SRICANSOl II project Dr. D B
Wickramasinghe and General Secretary of SSSSL
Mr. D N Sirisena attended the meeting. They made
presentations on current activities of the
SRICANSOl II project and the result of the self
assessment of the SSSSL, Progresses made so far
of the SRICANSOl II were praised by all the
members who attended the meeting. The Request
made by Sri Lankan delegates to hold the next
partners meeting in Sri Lanka was unanimously
accepted. As such it was proposed that the next
partners meeting will be held in year 2009 in Sri
Lanka.

Ten members have taken life membership of the
society during the past year. They are; Ms. YJPK
Mithrasena, Ms. LP Hettiarachchi, Mr. LRMC
Liyanage, Ms. MKF Nadeesha, Mr. K Mylvaganam,
Ms. IMSSA Illakone, Mr. G M Wijesiriwardena, Ms.
AMCPK Attanayake, Mr. M R D L Kulathunge and
Ms. P Loganadhan. We welcome the new members.

Request for Articles
The editors kindly request members to submit
research articles for SSSSL Journal Vol. 19
and news items for the next Newsletter (Vol. 12
No 2).
The society is also willing to print leaflets and/or
booklets on soil science. Therefore, members
are encouraged to write small leaflets or
booklets on different themes related to soil
science and contribute to popularize soil science
in Sri Lanka.
Please send your contributions to Editors so that
they can publish them on time.
Editors:
Dr R S Dharmakeerthi
RRISL, Dartonfield
Agalawatta
sdharmakeerthi@sltnet.lk

Dr H A Sumanasena
Dept. of Export Agric.
Matale
sumana_hewana@yahoo.co.nz

All that we did, all that we said or sang, must come from contact with the soil….

- William Butler Yeats, 1865-1939

